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Activity 1.1 

 

 
Appearance of the first humans  

 

Hominids develop stone tools  

 

Hominids use fire 

 

Evolution of homo sapiens 

 

Migrations of homo sapiens through Africa 

 

Migration of homo sapiens to Australia 

 

Migration of homo sapiens to the Americas 

 

Hominids create art 

 

Migrations of homo sapiens to the 

South Pacific 
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Activity 1.2 

 

Student responses will vary. However, responses should follow the examples below. 

 

1 Early humans had migrated across Africa, Europe, Asia, Australia and the Americas 

by the time of the Neolithic period. The Neolithic period was marked by the 

development of systematic agriculture, the growth of permanent settlements and the 

development of basic tools for farming. Tool and weapon manufacture had become 

more sophisticated, and the use of pottery and weaving of cloth was in evidence. 

Greater social development had taken place by this period, with a greater diversity of 

roles and occupations. Following this, a gendered division of labour began to occur – 

compared with the Paleolithic, which was an era of hunting and gathering with equal 

contributions from all members of the group. Humans were also nomadic during the 

Paleolithic period and basic stone tools were used. 

 

2 Homo sapiens developed a greater brain size than hominids, and were both physically 

bigger and better adapted to upright walking. Homo sapiens were more sophisticated 

at tool and weapon usage; they had also mastered fire and had developed more 

complex social organisation. 

 

3 Characteristics shared by hominids and homo sapiens include: 

• walking upright 

• opposable thumbs 

• their use tools to master their environment 

• living in social groups. 
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4 Student responses will vary. However, students should follow the guidelines below. 

 

a Seek out a number of sources to ensure they have a good set of contrasting 

images to choose from and present an accurate illustration of the tools. 

 

b Research and investigate the techniques of stone tool manufacturing and 

provide an accurate explanation. 

 

c Brainstorm ideas. Provide possible uses of tools in the context of what you 

know about the lives and characteristics of early humans. 

 

5 Charles Darwin’s contribution to our understanding of early humans was first to 

overturn religious world-views that saw humans in some religious cultures as part of a 

divine creation, which dated their appearance to a few thousand years ago. Darwin’s 

speculation on the origin of species allowed scientists to explore the idea that humans 

had evolved over time from earlier species. Mary and Louis Leakey’s archaeological 

investigations confirmed that early humans existed millions of years ago, and showed 

that these early humans were indeed anatomically different from modern humans, 

thus providing evidence to support Darwin’s theory of evolutionary change. 
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Activity 1.3  

 

1  

a Migration: the movement of persons from one region or locality to another. 

 

b Settlement: a place where people establish a community. 

 

c Agriculture: farming crops, such as barley and wheat, or animals, such as sheep, 

cattle or goats. 

 

2  

a 1 Asia 

2 Europe 

3 Australia 

4 North America 

5 South America. 

 

b Student responses will vary. However, responses should follow the guidelines 

below. 

 

• Choose a region like the ‘Fertile Crescent’ along the Tigris, Euphrates or Nile 

Rivers for investigation. 

• Take note of the topography of this region. 

• Recognise that settlement would have taken place along river valleys and 

flood plains.  

• These areas of alluvial soils were very fertile and could easily be irrigated. 
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c Student answers will vary. However, responses should follow the example below. 

 

Items a group of hominids may have needed when embarking on a journey include:  

• tools and weapons 

• instruments for tool-making 

• water bags for carrying water when water sources are unknown 

• medicinal foods, as these might not be found in the new region 

• animal skins for warmth and protection 

• fire stick or flints for creating fire. 
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Activity 1.4  

 

1 Student responses will vary. However, responses should follow the examples below. 

 

a Clues that depict a time of war include: 

• soldiers carrying weapons and wearing helmets 

• war carts trampling enemy soldiers 

• the existence of prisoners – some naked and bound 

• horses in aggressive poses. 

  

b Clues that depict a time of peace include: 

• men carrying produce in bags 

• men leading animals such as cattle and goats 

• men carrying fish 

• a banquet taking place, with musicians playing. 

 

c Conclusions one might draw from the scenes depicted on the artefact include: 

• In the top panel of each artwork, the ruler is shown in a larger scale than the 

rest of the figures. We can conclude that this is a hierarchical society with a 

king at its apex.  

• It is a society that appears to be ritualistic, shown in the image of the raising 

of glasses to the king. 

• It is a society that has agricultural wealth, in crops, animals and fish, and as 

such might need an army for its protection. It could also be concluded from 

the existence of the battle scene that it is an aggressor society.  

• It is a society with developed technology, shown by the wheeled battle 

wagons being drawn by horses. 

• It is a society that has a division of labour, with examples of musicians, 

farmers and soldiers. The very existence of the artefact also indicates that it 

has artists. 
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• The people depicted are wearing light clothing, suggesting that this is a warm 

region. The clothing also appears to be woven rather than made of animal 

skins. 

 

d Consider the importance of things like sport and the type of industry that is 

popular in your local area when drawing your own ‘standard’.  

 

2  

a Gudea is seated on what appears to be a throne. He is in a state of piety, with his 

hands clasped. He is shown cleanly shaven and peaceful, with a hint of a smile. 

The stone is diorite, which is a relatively expensive stone for the time, and his 

tunic has inscriptions on its suggesting that it is in him that wisdom and 

knowledge are found. His head is proportionally bigger than his body. 

 

b Similarities between Gudea and Cheops include: 

• Both figures are seated on what appear to be thrones.  

• They are both carved in a precious material – Gudea in diorite and Cheops in 

ivory. Both statues have inscriptions on them. 

• Both figures have a headdress – in the case of Cheops, it is the deshret, the 

Red Crown of Lower Egypt, which represents his authority over the region. 

 

Differences between Gudea and Cheops include: 

• Cheops holds in his right hand a ceremonial flail, which is a symbol of 

authority, whereas Gudea is holding his hands together in a gesture of 

piety. 

 

c It could be suggested that Gudea was a benign and pious ruler. His statue gives 

a sense of peacefulness rather than aggression. The clasped hands suggest 

piety. The existence of the inscriptions suggests that he was an educated and 

intelligent man. 
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Activity 1.5 

 

Student responses will vary. However, responses should follow the examples below. 

 

1 A world without writing would have the following consequences: 

• Society would be less advanced. 

• People would not be able to communicate using a written language – for 

example, using the internet, or writing emails or text messages. 

• People would not be able to learn as effectively, because knowledge would 

have to be shared from person to person. 

• People’s sense of history would only relate to what is remembered through oral 

traditions. 

• Transmission of information would be less accurate. 

 

2  

a Cuneiform writing was created by pressing a wedge-shaped stick, called a 

stylus, into a malleable tablet of clay. The cuneiform system was a system of 

symbols that represented characteristics that were recognisable to the 

Sumerians. 

 

b Over time, cuneiform evolved from being a pictogram – an image of the thing 

that was being represented – to a more abstract form of writing, where a system 

of indentations made in the clay replaced the image. 

 

c The Latin script we use today has letters, which in combination represent an idea 

or a thing. Each symbol of the cuneiform writing system represents an actual 

object. The Latin script therefore allows people to communicate more complex 

ideas, whereas the cuneiform writing system only communicates the idea of the 

object being represented. 

d Keep designs as simple as possible.  
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Activity 1.6 
 

Student responses will vary. However, responses should follow the examples below. 

 

• Demonstrate wider research and investigation. 

• Use a graphical representation of a pyramid that is neatly annotated. 

• Show clear distinctions between each section of the hierarchy. 

• Offer a brief description of the roles played by each class. 

• Offer a brief description of the relative power of each social class. 
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Activity 1.7 
 

Student responses will vary. However, responses should follow the examples below. 

 

• Demonstrate wider research and investigation. 

• Answers need to be detailed. 

• Answers need to be written in the student’s own words. 
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Activity 1.8 

 

1 Technology is the use and knowledge of tools, techniques, crafts, systems or methods 

of organisation employed by humans to make their lives easier. 

 

2 Student responses will vary. However, responses should follow the example below. 

 

Object Use in ancient technology Use in modern technology 

Bronze axe Used for chopping. Used for 

clubbing animals or breaking 

up carcasses. Used as a 

weapon for warfare. 

Used for cutting trees or 

branches. Used in butchering 

to break up carcasses. Used 

for firefighting. 

Urn For carrying water or oils. It has a decorative use, such 

as for holding cut flowers. 

Hieroglyph Used as inscriptions on 

tombs or to record official 

communication from 

government officials. 

Hieroglyphs are not typically 

used in modern society. The 

closest thing would be in the 

form of pictograms used in 

public places, such as to 

indicate male or female 

toilets. 

Wheel and axle Used on a cart or perhaps as 

a grinding stone for crushing 

grain. 

The wheel is a common 

feature of modern 

transportation. 

 

3 The bronze axe would have been made by smelting copper and tin ore, and 

pouring the molten metal into a mould that may have been carved out of a soft 

stone, such as sandstone.  
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The urn was made of clay. It would have been shaped by a potter, possibly on 

an early form of a pottery wheel, and then placed in a kiln and fired. The glaze 

used to colour the vase would have been from natural materials such as iron-

bearing clay. 

 

The hieroglyphs were painted with the stem of the rush plant. The ends of the 

stems were worked so that they became fibrous. The colours used in the 

hieroglyphs would have been from natural products, such as soot for black or 

red and yellow ochres.  

 

The wheel and axle would have been fashioned from stone and wood. The 

stone of the wheel would most likely have been sourced from a local quarry 

and the rounded edge would have worked with stone tools to chip away at it 

and abrade the surface until it became smooth and round. The hole for the 

axle was likely to have been achieved by a smaller, rounded stone being used 

to grind away the surface. The axle may have been fashioned on a crude lathe 

where a tree branch was spun back and forth and a cutting tool forced against 

it until the desired roundness was achieved. 

 

4 Student responses will vary. However, responses should follow the example below. 

 

The invention of the bronze axe would have improved the lives of ancient people 

by having a tool that was more durable than earlier stone tools. The cutting edge of 

the axe would have been easier to fashion and to maintain, and repeated heating 

and hammering would have created a hardened edge. With stone tools, any defect 

in the stone edge would have broken away, whereas bronze tools would have had 

a more consistent structure. Once a mould was created for the bronze axe, 

multiple copies could be made, enabling much greater production. 

 

The urn would have improved the lives of ancient peoples by allowing them to 

store water and oils. Without the capacity for carrying and storing liquids, ancient 

people would have been forced to rely on immediate proximity to water for 
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drinking, cooking and cleaning. The urn would allow people to live further away 

from the water source because water could be brought from a river or well and 

stored for later use. The decorative art on the urn further suggests that people’s 

lives were improved through the contemplation of art. 

 

Hieroglyphs would have improved the lives of ancient people by enabling 

effective non-face-to-face communication. Communication written on papyrus, for 

instance, could have been carried many kilometres and the message still 

conveyed accurately. Writing would also have made the accurate recording of 

events and recording of laws possible. 

 

The wheel and axle would have improved the lives of ancient people dramatically 

by allowing them to use carts for carrying greater loads than a human or animal 

could carry. These early stone wheels would also have been used as grinding 

stones for crushing grain, thus making this task easier and increasing output. 
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Activity 1.9 

 

1 Ur-Nammu cited the need for justice, equity and peace. 

 

2 Justice was seen as being a divine order from the gods, and thus of utmost 

importance. This is encapsulated in the lines ‘in accordance with the true word of 

(the god of justice) Utu, establish[ed] equity in the land’. Furthermore, the important 

role of the laws was to abolish violence and hatred – ‘malediction, violence and 

strife’. The laws were also important to create a standardised system of penalties so 

that there was a just system of punishment for all – ‘He fashioned the bronze sila-

measure, standardized the one-mina weight, and standardized the stone weight of a 

shekel of silver in relation to one mina’. 

 

3  

Law Concerned with what type of crime? 

1, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 Crimes of violence 

2, 3 Crimes of theft 

4, 5, 6, 7 Destruction of social structure 

 

4 At the top of the list would be the crimes of violence, particularly murder. Addressing 

crimes of violence has been a consistent theme throughout human history because 

of the ensuing destruction of the social fabric that unregulated violence brings. The 

next most important would be crimes of theft because modern society gives a 

greater weight to private property than more traditional societies do. 

 

5 These laws first suggest a greater degree of social organisation than earlier 

societies because a codified system of laws is needed for control and order. This 

greater degree of social evolution is also implied in the need for the laws. These 

laws indicate a greater degree of social disparity between rich and poor, which had 

to be addressed through a codified system of law – this is implied in the prologue 
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stipulating that ‘the orphan was not delivered up to the rich man; the widow was not 

delivered up to the mighty man; the man of one shekel was not delivered up to the 

man of one mina’. Earlier social systems were far more egalitarian than these laws 

suggest ancient Sumer may have been. This level of social hierarchy is seen clearly 

in the laws pertaining to slaves. The prologue to these laws also show the king as 

the ultimate ruler in the hierarchy, as the patriarch and guide for all the people – 

‘Then did Ur-Nammu the mighty warrior, king of Ur, king of Sumer and Akkad, by the 

might of Nanna, lord of the city, and in accordance with the true word of (the god of 

justice) Utu, establish equity in the land.’ The need for these laws clearly suggests 

that there was a significant degree of violence that needed to be addressed in this 

society – half of the laws related to crimes of violence. 
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Activity 1.10  

 

Student responses will vary. However, responses should follow the guidelines below. 

 

• Input should be equal from each member of the group. 

• Responses should show evidence of broad research and investigation. 

• Students should use notes when presenting their information and show evidence of 

rehearsal. 

• If using a PowerPoint for presentation, students should use the advice below. 

 

Hints for effective PowerPoint presentations 

 

• PowerPoint is designed as a visual medium, so focus on images and graphics. 

Sometimes just an image and a title is all that is needed to support words. Choose 

powerful and accurate images, and label them clearly and thoughtfully.  

• The use of text in slides should be a prompt for discussion, not a replacement for 

discussion. The text should consist of words that will help the audience follow the 

presentation. Think of them as topic headings, concise statements, key points or 

essential questions that guide the audience. Keep the number of words on each 

slide to a minimum. Do not provide chunks of information. 

• Keep designs simple. Avoid designs that take up too much space and don’t use 

them like window decorations. Basic designs keep the audience focused. 

• Don’t use flashy animations and transitions. Often these distract from your 

presentation and don’t make any point. Focus on creating great content with 

effective illustrations. The value lies in the content. 

• Do not read from the PowerPoint slides. Have notes. The audience should be 

literate enough to read what is being presented. 


