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Learning About Awncient Civilisations

. The theme of ancient civilisations is an The Vikings were foremo ade and
important one for children to study, as it exploration, while the
- provides clues and links to the

- development of the society in which clothing,

- they live today.

Each of the civilisations presented in this
: book offers students a key aspect of < the United
- what makes up a successful society. ing - rior people of

- The Incas, without developing a system
. of writing and recording their history,
. had a well developed social structure.

- The Ancient Egyptians, basing thei
- advanced civilisation on the Nil
. agricultural opportunities it
. were forward-thinking in e
- their schools, writin
- invention of black j

he use of the Internet in this book’s
quiry-based approach brings these
concepts to life for students and gives
them great insight into what life must
have been like in these fascinating
ancient civilisations.
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. Teachers’ Notes -

Inquiry Learving Process

O Information Literacy

Students should be encouraged to follow the steps
of the information literacy process. There are
plenty of websites (e.g. » www.bigé.com) that
contain additional material about the steps
involved in this process. A chart hasds uded
on Page 7 and this can be photog

This book is designed to facilitate the
inquiry learning process, creating a
platform for students to learn how to learn.
The structure of the book is based on the
premise that students will complete the
activities in the order in which they are
presented, starting with introductory fact-
finding exercises and leading on to higher
order processes and independent research.

Each section will include;

[ Baekground Nofes

Background information to act as an
introduction on the topic for students.

Focusing Aetvily | ﬁﬂ"ll!l‘lll!l I“mrmalm" i sment complete the process

Students will use these activities to become icnce. It is often difficult to
familiar with the topic and the available ivi iry learning skills as
information sources. s differently. These are only
of the questions that need to be

ressed at the evaluation stage:

the World

informatid i urces such as an

| oo bipanding Activity
These activities will allow stude

Did the student communicate effectively in
written form/ and or oral presentations?

X Did the student demonstrate proficiency in
using appropriate technologies?

X Did the student reflect on his/her performance?

O Assessment Sheets

Pages 10-12 contain assessment forms to be used
at the teacher’s discretion. The forms have been
tailored to particular activities and have been
categorised as follows:

ombine their content
e expansive array of

*Written Information
allow for individual interpretation, allowing *Inquiry Skills
students to work within their own ability

range.

Extra Task Gards

These activities provide alternative extension
or remedial open ended inquiry activities to
incorporate a range of learning styles and
ability levels. They may also be used as early
finishing activities or as individual projects. .

* Student Self-Assessment

The students should be encouraged to complete a
self-assessment form as they complete each
activity (i.e. set them up in a box as part of the
learning centre). Teachers can then use these
forms to help them assess the students’
understanding of the inquiry learning process.

B AlReady-Ed
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BACKGROUND NOTES

In what is now Peru a great
civilisation of people, known as
the Incas, once lived. It was a
huge civilisation that at its largest
was home to about twelve million

people. It has been difficult to
learn much about the Incas as
they had no system of writing and
therefore no books or charts
recording the way that they lived.
Historians believe though, that
the civilisation grew from a small
city in a place called Cuszo in
Peru and existed from about
1438 AD to 1533 AD, when
their society was destroyed b
invading Spanish soldiers.

The Incas were ruled b
person, known
Like a king,

believed in lots of
rent gods that ruled different
ects of nature such as a river

god, a sky god and a sun god. They
encouraged people to worship the
gods and to make the gods happy
they would kill and sacrifice an
animal and occasionally a person as
well! (Maybe not such a great place
to live.)

DO YOU LIKE
GUINEA PIGS?

The Inca did too, but they
liked them fried or roasted.
They also ate potatoes and
grains, fish, vegetables, nuts
and maize.

NN
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. TH E I N c AS Facusing etivity

» www.readyed.com.au/urls/inquiry/ancient.htm

[ The Incas | m

I. What kinds of things did the Inca people eat?

2. What kind of clothing did the Inca wear?

3. Describe a house belonging to a common person.

7

4. Which Inca children were able to att®

2‘ 5. Did children learn to reg

plain your answer.

in Inca society.
nca groups in their order of importance:
* Town workers, e.g. jewellers, carpenters

uler or Sapa Inca *Slaves and farmers

Ready-Ed
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BACKGROUND NOTES

Ancient Egypt lay in the centre of
modern day Egypt in the north of
Africa, on the river Nile. The Nile
was very important to the ancient
Egyptians — in fact, they couldn’t live
without it. Egypt is very dry but
every year the Nile would flood,
spreading water across the land and
making it suitable for growing crops.
It gave the Egyptians water to drink
| and fish to eat.

Although this civilisation existed a

long time ago, it was quite modern.
The ancient Egyptians had schools
writing system and even invent
black ink and paper.

akeup! Both men and
it a lot of time keeping

mselves with jewellery and
makeup, particularly black kohl
that was used to line their eyes.

If you grew up in ancie
would be very different fr

The ruler of ancient Egypt was
known as the Pharaoh. Pharaohs
had great power. When they died
they were buried in tombs to
honour them and to house all the
gold and valuable possessions that
they were going to take with them
to the next life. To protect their
bodies, Pharaohs, as well as
ordinary Egyptians were
mummified. This meant pulling

their internal organs out and
wrapping their bodies in linen and
g E \ oils to keep them from rotting.
T =

g ri e
Wy Ay —
p, _—

et Al

usually
me, cooking and
amily although, if
they were able to
side the home, buy
and even in some cases
become Pharaoh.
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AN C I E N T EGYPT cacaca foeusingAetivity

b www.readyed.com.au/urls/inquiry/ancient.htm

;
:
.
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The answers to the questions below are contained in pyramids. The pyramids also
contain a letter that will help you crack the code to the riddle at the bottom of this page.

I. Egypt was built on the:

» code letter:

2. Ancient Egyptians had a form of writing
called:

» code letter:

3. They believed in a sun god called:

» code letter:

4. The ruler of Egypt was known as a:

» code letter:

5. Egypt is part of the:

6.
7.
8.
» code letter:
9. They re e Nile for water and:

» code letter:

CRACK THE CODE TO FIND OUT THE ANSWER TO THIS RIDDLE!

Why was the Egyptian boy upset?

Because:

Ready-Ed
20 alall® Publications



_ANCIENT EGYPT [t

» www.readyed.com.au/urls/inquiry/ancient.htm

AR U o ~N

THE AFTERLIFE .| Ancient Egyptians were buried with
Ancient Egyptians believed that ‘| some of their favourite things.
after a person died, their spirit :
went on to have another life.
Where a person’s spirit went after
they died depended on whether or
not they had been a good person
while they were alive.

would like
mmy

Draw and label the item
to be buried with ar
| below.

Use the website to answer these:

I. What had to happen to a person after
they died before they could go on to
the afterlife?

2. What are Ba and Ka?

4. Describe how a body was mummified:

Ready-Ed
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