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Teachers’ Notes
The Essential Phonics series is designed for use with students working at middle 
primary levels and for older children that struggle with spelling and reading basics. 
The activities are designed to help children identify and distinguish the many 
combinations of vowel sounds (graphs, digraphs and trigraphs) that make up the 
English language. It contains a range of concrete worksheets and review sheets 
that will aid children in their spelling and reading. This book can be used on its 
own or in conjunction with other existing phonic programs.

This book can be used by teachers, parents and/or tutors, and in a variety of 
ways:
 
 • Fitted into your daily or weekly literacy program;
 • Used to help children who are struggling with spelling or reading;
 • As revision work sheets;
 • In conjunction with a language program or other phonic programs;
 • Homeschooling;
 • Tutoring. 

          
How you choose to use the book will vary depending on the child or students 
you are working with.

There is no set order that needs to be followed. You may choose to work through 
this book from the beginning to the end in the alphabetical phonic order as it 
is set out, or select specific sounds groups that the children are experiencing 
difficulty with. 

Whichever way you choose to use the activities, the book will prove to be an 
asset not only to you, but to the students completing the sheets.

If the book is used for children who are clearly experiencing learning difficulties 
with their spelling and reading, it is recommended that you try working through 
the sheets using the direct teaching method as outlined on page 5.

Other titles in this series:

Essential Phonics: Vowels
Essential Phonics: Consonants

Acknowledgements
The author would like to thank her husband and the staff at Mundaring Christian College for 
their support and encouragement in the production of the Essential Phonics Series.
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 say it print it missing letters write the sounds

share   _____________  sh  sh-are

care   _____________  c   _____________

square   _____________  squ   _____________

glare   _____________  gl   _____________

mare   _____________  m   _____________

 Match each word to its meaning, then rewrite them next to 
 the meaning.

 prepare be on your guard  ______________

 rare  to state your view  ______________

 beware to make ready  ______________

 stare has four equal sides  ______________

 care  uncommon thing  ______________

 square look after well  ______________

 declare look at with fixed eyes  ______________

 Fit the words into the puzzle correctly to reveal the are word 
 going down.

care

prepare

square

rare

hare

declare

air    are
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 Find all the ear and eer words from the list below in this 
 word puzzle.

 beer dear gear sheer career deer

 hear smear cheer disappear near spear

 clear ear peer steer fear rear

 s p e a r w e b

 d e y u i g a l

 i e c l e a r n

 s r h a x m o s

 a b e e r l f t

 p o e i a e g e

 p t r k r r e e

 e c e a n e a r

 a h e a f o r h

 r m i d r e k p

 s s h e e r a b

 d t j e s a o r

 l e o r e a r u

ear    eer    Review
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oo    ue     ew    Review

 Find all the oo, ew and ue words in this puzzle.

When you have found all of the words, there will be 21 letters 
left over. From these letters you can spell three new words.

 r e v i e w c r u e l  i

 o t h s c r e w r e e g

 o d r e i a m j e w e l

 s t e w a r d r o o p o

 t h s a e g s p o o n o

 e r c g n u t b l e w s

 r e u e i e o l c l u e

 d w e f o n o u f l u e

 u g l u e a t e n o o n

 e k n e w c h e w l s h

 l a p l r o o m t r u e

 z o o m b a l l o o n e

argue
balloon
blew
blue
chew
clue
cruel
droop
duel

room
rooster
screw
sewage
spoon
steward
threw
tooth
true
zoom

flue
fuel
glue
igloo
jewel
knew
noon
rescue
review

__ __ __ __ __     __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __      __ __ __ __ __
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