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Summary of the story
Three children – Tara, Tessa and Tim – live on a 
beautiful tropical island with their mom and dad. 
One day, the children go out to play in their boat. 
While at sea, they see a small island called Parrot 
Island and decide to explore it, but their boat gets 
stuck on some rocks. How will the children get 
home? 

They decide to make a new boat, so the children 
search Parrot Island to find the things they need. 
Along the way, they meet some monkeys, find 
some colorful parrots and visit an old treehouse. 
They make their boat with the things they find 
on the island – some giant coconuts, some vines, 
some items from the treehouse – and they take the 
parrots to help. They sail home on their fantastic 
new boat. What an interesting day on Tropical 
Island!

Background information – The world 
of Poptropica English
Poptropica English has six islands, where the students 
can follow stories to explore and discover English 
and other topics across the curriculum. The islands 
are Family Island, Tropical Island, Space Island, Movie 
Studio Island, Ice Island and Future Island.

There is an online educational game for the 
students using Poptropica English, with an 
adventure on each Island.

Tropical Island Adventure is written by Nicola 
Schofield, an author and secondary school teacher 
of French and Spanish. She previously taught 
English as a Foreign Language in Switzerland. 
Tropical Island Adventure is the fifth book she 
has written for the Pearson English Kids Readers 
series.

Did you know … ?

If the author went to a tropical island, 
she would take the following three items: 
an iPod, a hat and water.

Coconuts can float on the ocean for 
many months because they have an 
outer shell with a thick layer of fiber.

In tropical countries, like Sumatra, 
farmers train monkeys to pick coconuts 
from trees. Some monkeys are so well 
trained that they understand and obey 
their owner’s voice!

There are over 300 different species of 
parrot in the world and some can live 
up to 80 years in the wild. African Grey 
Parrots are very smart. Some of them 
can count and identify objects. They 
can even make sentences and give short 
answers to difficult questions!

Level 2
Suitable for: young learners who have 

completed up to 100 hours 
of study in English

Type of English: American

Headwords: 400

Key words: 10 (see pages 2 and 6 of 
these Teacher’s Notes)

Key grammar: singular and plural forms, 
present simple and present 
continuous, imperatives, 
possessive adjectives, 
subject and direct objects, 
determiners (a, the, this), 
simple adjectives 
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The characters
Tara is a thirteen-year-old girl. She is the eldest of 
the children, and Tessa and Tim’s sister.

Tessa is a nine-year-old girl. She is Tara and Tim’s 
sister.

Tim is a seven-year-old boy. He is the youngest of 
the children, and Tara and Tessa’s brother.

Mom is Tara, Tessa, and Tim’s mom.

Dad is Tara, Tessa, and Tim’s dad.

Key words 
(see page 6 of these Teacher’s Notes for the Key 
words in context)

beach (n) island (n)

cave (n) monkey (n)

coconut (n) parrot (n)

empty (adj) use (v)

flashlight (n) vine (n)

Topics and themes
Animals In the story, the children are on a tropical 
island. There are lots of interesting and exotic 
animals there, like monkeys, parrots, insects, and 
snakes, as well as tropical fish, dolphins, and turtles. 
Talk to the students about the different animals 
that can be found on a tropical island or in a jungle. 
Which of the animals live on land or in the sea? 
What do they look like? Are they pretty or ugly? 
Which animals are big and which are small? Are the 
animals safe or dangerous? Ask the students if they 
have ever seen any of these animals, either in a zoo, 
or on vacation in a tropical destination.

Teamwork In the story, the children look after 
each other when their boat breaks, and they work 
together to make a new one. Ask the students why 
they think it is important to work together and 
to help each other. Ask them to give examples of 
situations where people help each other, e.g. at 
school, on the street, at home. Invite the students to 
talk about the last time they helped somebody.

Weather It is hot on Tropical Island. Talk to the 
students about the weather in tropical climates, 
e.g. heavy rain, humidity, monsoons, hurricanes. 
Also discuss the different types of weather in other 
climates and countries. Which countries have a 
hot, cold, wet, or dry climate? The students could 
produce a weather forecast for Tropical Island and / 
or their own town to practice weather vocabulary, 
e.g. It’s raining today. It’s hot and sunny today.

Maps In the story, the children travel from Tropical 
Island to Parrot Island. Show the students a map of 
the world and ask them to point out their country. 
Explain that maps help people to get from one place 

to another. Ask the students to point out where they 
think the tropical regions of the world are on the 
map. Have any of the students ever visited a tropical 
place? Do they know the names of the continents? 
Do they know the names of some of the countries on 
each continent? As well as maps, ask the students 
how else we can find out information to get from 
one place to another, e.g. a GPS device, asking 
directions. (See also Activity 4 on page 5 of these 
Teacher’s Notes.) 

Transport The children travel by boat to Parrot 
Island. Talk to the students about different forms 
of transport. Ask them to name as many as they 
can and write them on the board. Which form of 
transport do they consider the fastest? And which 
the slowest? Discuss which forms of transport the 
students might have traveled in, or on. Perhaps 
you could do a class survey and record the results. 
Ask the students how they travel to school and do 
a class survey for this, too. (See also Activity 1 on 
page 4 of these Teacher’s Notes.)

Food Talk to the students about the different type of 
food you can find on a tropical island, e.g. bananas, 
coconuts, fish. Ask them what they would like to eat 
and drink on a tropical island. Discuss the different 
types of food that people eat in different countries. 
Ask the students to talk about their favorite foods 
and the foods they dislike. (See also Activity 2 on 
pages 4 and 5 of -.)

Precious items Talk to the students about what 
important item they would take to a tropical island 
if they were going on vacation. Take it in turns to 
say I would take … to a tropical island. Each student 
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adds one item that they would take with them to a 
tropical island and the next student repeats what 
the previous student says and adds a new item to 
the list. Continue around the class until everybody 
has had a go. Remind the students that they need to 
remember all the items the other students say. 

Notes on the photocopiable activities
Page 6: The students could paste the list of Key 
words into a notebook. You could ask the students 
to learn this vocabulary as homework and then 
test them on it.

Pages 7–8: While-Reading activities, Activity 1: 
Alternatively, the students could cut out the 
sentences and match them to the pictures. 
Activity 4: Alternatively, the students could cut 
out the pictures and stick them in the correct order 
in their notebooks, then use them as a prompt to 
retell the story in their own words.

Pages 9–11: After-Reading activities, Activity 1: 
The students cut out the picture cards and word 
cards to play a matching game. Activity 4: 
Encourage the students to use the same colors as 
in the book, and to talk about the picture / colors 
as they work.
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Class Activities (After Reading)

Here are some activities to do with your class 
after reading Tropical Island Adventure.

1. Build a boat
Materials: everyday items, e.g. cartons, yogurt 
pots, aluminum foil, plastic bottles, tin cans, 
straws, old bits of cloth (for sails); colored paper / 
card; colored pens / pencils / paints; glue or Scotch 
tape; safety scissors; a basin / bowl of water 
(optional) 

• Before the session, brainstorm as a class the 
everyday items that the students could bring 
from home that can be used to make a small 
boat, e.g. yogurt pots, plastic bottles.

• Explain to the students that they are going 
to make their own boat using these everyday 
items, and ask them to bring some suitable 
items to class for the next session.

• Talk with the students about which materials 
float in water, which materials are waterproof, 
and which materials are heavy or light. Ask 
them to give their suggestions for how to make 
a sail for their boat, e.g. a stick, a piece of cloth. 
Encourage the students to select the materials 
for their boat wisely based on the outcome of 
this discussion.

• The students use their items from home to 
make their own boats. Or, you could place all 
the items brought into class together and invite 
individuals or pairs of students to choose their 
preferred items.

• The students can make their boats individually 
or in pairs. Hand out the other materials to help 
them with their task. They can use glue to stick 
items together and can color or paint their boat 
and give it a name.  

• Go around the class and help out where 
necessary. The students may particularly need 
help attaching a sail to their boat. This can be 
done by tying, taping, or gluing a piece of cloth 
to a straw or a stick, for example.

• When the boats are ready, you may like to test 
them to see if they float on water. You could 
even have a boat race with the students using 
straws to blow their boats to the finish line. 

• Display the boats around the classroom.

2. Tropical Island café menu
Materials: café / restaurant menus and pictures of 
tropical food (from the internet); A4 card; colored 

pens / pencils; safety scissors; glue

• Before the session, gather together examples 
of different types of café or restaurant menus 
downloaded from the internet. Ideally, these 
should be in English but showing food from 
different countries, e.g. Thai menu, burger menu, 
Italian menu, typical English coffee shop menu.

• Talk to the students about the different types of 
food people eat around the world. Look at the 
menus together and discuss the food.

• Ask the students what food they could eat on a 
tropical island, e.g. bananas, coconuts, fish.

• Divide the class into pairs and hand out the 
materials. Tell the students that they are going 
to design their own menu for a Tropical Island 
café. It will include starters, entrées, desserts, 
and drinks.

• Encourage the students to be as creative as 
possible in their menu choices, collaborating to 
create an interesting tropical selection of food 
and drink based on the types of food typical of 
tropical locations. They should choose at least 
three meals for each course, and three tropical 
drinks.  

• The students decorate their menu in a creative 
and colorful way, either drawing pictures of 
tropical food and items to adorn it, or sticking 
on pictures downloaded from the internet. 
They should also give their café a name, include 
prices for the food, and write out the food 
choices in neat handwriting.

• Go around the class and monitor the students’ 
work.
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• When they have finished, put pairs of students 
together to visit each others cafés and order 
food. Write the target language on the board, 
and encourage the groups to role play with 
their menus, e.g. I’d like the banana boat dessert, 
please. What would you like for the entrée? I’ll 
have the fish and coconut pie, please. Would you 
like a drink? That will be $15, please.

3. Parrot whispers game
Materials: Tropical Island Adventure Reader

• Ask the students if they know which animal 
in the story is known to be able to talk. Elicit 
parrot and ask them to describe the appearance 
of the parrots in the Reader.

• Tell the students that they are going to play a 
game called Parrot whispers, in which they will 
pretend to be talking parrots.

• Arrange the students to sit in a big circle. 

• Choose a student to start the game and give 
him or her a copy of the Reader. They choose a 
sentence from the Reader and whisper it to the 
student sitting next to them.

• This student then whispers the sentence they 
have just heard to the student next to them. 
This is repeated until the sentence has been 
whispered to every student in the circle.

• The last student says the sentence out loud to 
check if it is correct. The student who chose the 
sentence at the start of the game confirms if 
the sentence is word-for-word correct with the 
sentence in the Reader, or if it did in fact change 
slightly as it went around the circle.

• Repeat the game with new students and 
different sentences until all the students have 
had a turn at starting off the game.

• For a simpler version of the game, ask the 
students to select individual words in the 
Reader.

• This game helps students with the memorization 
of key words and helps practice pronunciation.

4. My Tropical Island map
Materials: tropical island map (from the internet); 
A3 paper / card; colored pens / pencils / paints

• Before the session, print off a map of a tropical 
island from the internet.

• Ask the students what kinds of things we can 
typically find on a tropical island, e.g. waterfall, 
lake, beach, jungle, palm trees, rainforest, 
animals. Show them the tropical island map as 
a reference. Write the target language on the 
board.

• Divide the class into pairs and hand out the 
materials. 

• Tell the students that they are going to design a 
map for their own tropical island. 

• They should first discuss what things they would 
like on their island, e.g. jungle, mountains.

• Then the students draw the outline of their 
island on the paper or card and add the things 
they have chosen to include. They should label 
the places on their island in English, e.g. beach, 
monkey, forest. They then color their map.

• When their island is complete, they mark an 8 
on the map in a place of their choice. This is the 
spot where there is buried treasure. They also 
mark a place by the beach on their island with 
START.

• Brainstorm as a class the language for 
directions, e.g. Go straight, Turn left / right, Turn 
right at the waterfall. Write the language on the 
board.

 • Put pairs of students together and encourage 
them to find out how to get from the beach to 
the treasure on each others’ maps. The students 
use the language to direct each other.  

• Go around the class and help out where 
necessary.

• Display the tropical island maps around the 
classroom.
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Key words

beach .....................The children walk down the beach. (p. 7)

cave ........................They find a cave and go in. (p. 7)  

coconut ..................The monkeys are playing with coconuts. (p. 9)

empty .....................Then, the children see an old, empty house. (p. 11)

flashlight ...............“Look! A flashlight!” (p. 7)

island......................“We can go to Parrot Island in our boat!” (p. 3)

monkey ..................The children see some monkeys in the trees. (p. 9)

parrot .....................“Look at the beautiful parrots!” (p. 4)

use ..........................“I can use this!” (p.11)

vine .........................The parrots are playing with vines. (p. 10)

beach .....................The children walk down the beach. (p. 7)

cave ........................They find a cave and go in. (p. 7)  

coconut ..................The monkeys are playing with coconuts. (p. 9)

empty .....................Then, the children see an old, empty house. (p. 11)

flashlight ...............“Look! A flashlight!” (p. 7)

island......................“We can go to Parrot Island in our boat!” (p. 3)

monkey ..................The children see some monkeys in the trees. (p. 9)

parrot .....................“Look at the beautiful parrots!” (p. 4)

use ..........................“I can use this!” (p.11)

vine .........................The parrots are playing with vines. (p. 10)

✁
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While-Reading activities 

Activity 1 (pages 1–3)
Match the sentences and pictures.

1 She’s playing with the fish. 

2 She’s fishing. 

3 He’s playing in the ocean.

Activity 2 (pages 4–8)
Write the words.

boat   talk   flashlight   Parrot Island   cave   beach

1 The children go to  .

2 The parrots can  .

3 There’s a problem with the  .

4 The children walk down the .

5 They go into a .

6 Tim finds a  .

a

b

c
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Activity 3 (pages 9–14) 
Circle the right words.

1 The monkeys are playing with bananas / coconuts.

2 The children / parrots are playing with vines.

3 The children see / make a house in the trees.

4 The parrots / monkeys help the children make a new boat. 

5 The children go home in their old / new boat.

Activity 4 (pages 1–14)
Put the pictures in the correct order.

   

   

a

e

b

f

c

g

d

h
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After-Reading activities 

Activity 1
Cut and play.

✁
 

monkey vine beach parrot flashlight coconut
✁
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Activity 2
Circle the words.

island   ocean   monkey   flashlight   coconut   parrot 
boat   cave

w z u x g d t i h a

m i s l a n d c p c

o n l e e b r s y o

n s a u c o u v a c

k o c e a n r q n o

e z b q v g d c s n

y y o c e i z i n u

f l a s h l i g h t

a w t p k l r t o n

p a r r o t d t f f

Activity 3
Match. Draw lines.

1 What are the childrens’ names? a Parrot Island

2 Where do the children go? b They use coconuts and 

3 Why does their boat stop?  vines.

4 How do they make a new boat? c the parrots

5 Who helps the children make d Tara, Tess, and Tim

 the boat? e It gets stuck.
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Activity 4
Color Parrot Island.
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Answer Key

In the back of the Reader

Before You Read
1  a 2   b 3   c 4   d 1

After You Read
1 a No

b Yes
c Yes
d No
e No

2 parrots, coconuts, vines

In these Teacher’s Notes

While-Reading activities

Activity 1
1 b   2 c   3 a

Activity 2
1 Parrot Island
2 talk
3 boat
4 beach
5 cave
6 flashlight

Activity 3
1 coconuts
2 parrots
3 see
4 parrots
5 new

Activity 4
The correct order is: f, h, e, b, g, a, c, d

After-Reading activities

Activity 1
Student’s own answers.

Activity 2

w z u x g d t i h a

m i s l a n d c p c

o n l e e b r s y o

n s a u c o u v a c

k o c e a n r q n o

e z b q v g d c s n

y y o c e i z i n u

f l a s h l i g h t

a w t p k l r t o n

p a r r o t d t f f

Activity 3
1 d   2 a   3 e   4 b   5 c


