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Chonggqing suffers from poor air quality due to pollution.

CASE STUDY
Chongqing, the fastest growing city

In 2007, the United Nations State of the World Citjes
in China, as the fastest growing city in the world. Cho

approximately 30 million people. In the next 1( year.
expected to rise by four million.

A growing population
The population of Chongqing is growing rapidly,

cncourages people in rural areas to move to urban areas. Ching’s industries are
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Problems with services and air pollution

Chongqing is growing so rapidly that services cannot be provided for those
living in the city. There are problems i providing reliable waste removal

services and, because the population is growing faster than Chongqing’s
industries, there are no longer enough jobs.
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Chongqing also has problems with air pollution. Chongqing’s biggest
industries are steel production and motorbike and car manufacture. Most of
these industries are based in the city centre, and ajr pollution often spreads out
across the city. Most days the city is covered in a thick cloud of smog.
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a sustainable future:

ities

Countries around the world could work towards planning and building
ecocities. Fcocities use resources efficiently and reduce environmental impacts.

What is an ecocity?

An ecocity is a city that will be sustainable into the future, because it minimises
impacts on the environment. The term ‘ecocity’ is short for ‘ecologically
sustainable city’. In China, trial ecocities are being built. There are already plans
to build at least 400 new ecocities in the next 20 years if the trials are successful.

Reducing environmental impacts
Fcocities aim to reduce their impacts on the environment by:
o using small amounts of land to house large numbers of people

o using resources efficiently by building green buildings and homes
e conserving resources by using green technologies such as water recycling and

renewable energy.
As Earth’s population continues to grow, ecocities will be vital for a sustainable
future. This is particularly the case in many parts of Asia, where large numbers of

people are moving to urban areas.
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In the future, large
sprawling cities may
have more green
buildings and trees,
as ecocities will.

CASE STUDY
Dongtan ecocity

Dongtan, in China
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Housing urban populations
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Using resources efficiently
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You can make suggestions about how to help your community become

sustainable. You can also make your household more sustainable.

Take action in your community

You can suggest ways to use fewer resources, or use resources more
efficiently. Follow the steps below to take action in your community.

Action Plan

1. Find out whether your community has any of

the following:

- green buildings, or buildings that use some
green technologies '

- reliable transport and waste-disposal services

- programs to recycle household rubbish

- a range of facilities, such as hospitals, roads,
parks and public libraries.

2. Record three things that could improve your
community, such as a car-free day, buildings
that use green technologies or a car-pooling
program.

3. Choose one idea and write a letter to your local
council or school asking them to consider your idea.

Make your household sustainable

You can make your household more sustainable, and contribute to a more
sustainable community, by using resources more efficiently. The table below
lists some sustainability aims and ways that you could achieve them.

Sustainability aim This can be achieved by

e switching off lights and electrical items at the power source
Reduce energy use ® replacing standard light bulbs with energy-efficient light bulbs

® encouraging your family to buy power from a green energy provider

® having shorter showers
Use less water ® using water from showers and baths to water gardens or wash cars

® encouraging your family to buy a rainwater tank for your house

® recycling plastic, metal, paper and glass where possible
Reduce waste ® putting food waste in a compost bin to be used as fertiliser

® wearing clothing handed down from your brothers and sisters

® riding your bicycle or walking instead of being driven
Reduce carbon emissions  ® using public transport, such as trains and buses, where possible

® sharing car rides with friends where possible
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Buying locally grown produce reduces the amount
of fuel used to transport food, which helps to
make your community more sustainable.
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