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Learning About Rainforests

1o Have you ever wondered exactly

SSNST what a rainforest is and how it
- works? For example, does it rain

all the fime, is it hot or is it cold? Can people

live in these forests? Where on earth are

rainforests found? What is a biome?

No idea? Well read on!

How much do you really know about
rainforests? Do you imagine that the
forest floor of a rainforest is a mass of
tangled vines and jungle? Well, you

growing on their forest
Plants find it hard
because

his book contains info on:

@ rainforest locations

@ rainforest features

ramforeo . out most Of @ \2yers of a rainforest

the sunlight and¥$sometimes the rain as @ ruits of the forest

well!l Beca f the darkness, most @ people of the forest e
plClh’l'S are not able to grow in such @ rainforest wildlife . 5-3‘ : }EI..I}

regions. @ rainforest plants Ha

You may also be surprised to learn that @what is happening to the
rainforests

rainforests play a very important role

) , . @ how you can help

in the earth’s ecosystem by recycling the rainforests

water and cleaning the air.

Read on to learn all
i k h han half .
And, did you n.owt at moret an halt vt rainforests, as
of the entire animal species on the
: . ,  well as some of the

planet call the rainforest their home: oth i /
Amazing really — especially when you bi er e(;_(:)reig_m"s: d
realise that rainforests cover only a tiny lomes that are 1oun

on our wonderful planet.

(raction of the earth’s land surface.

/
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What is a

Biome?

A biome is a geographic area
on the earth’s surface that has
a unique set of characteristics.
Each biome has a certain type
of climate and contains certain
living things (e.g. plants and
animals). There are many
different biomes around the

s

CLIMATE

». The climate refers to
A\ the weather patterns,
the temperature, the
J awmount of light and
woisture in the air.
There are many different types of

climates around the world.

globe, each with its own unique
life forms and different
environments.

Scientists have studied the

biomes of our earth and have
discovered that there are
hundreds of different ecoregi
around the globe that ar
special in their ow
book we h o)
regions i

S Inds of

biomes:
1. Tund
2. Taiga
3. Grasslands
4. Tewperate Forest
5. Rainforest
6. Deserts
7. Agquatic

Biomes that occur on land are
called terrestrial biomes.

Aquatic biomes include wetlands,
freshwater regions such as
ponds, lakes and rivers and
marine regions such as coral
{eefs, estuaries and oceans.
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» www.enchant hiomes

of these hiowmes

heard of?

® Desert
® Tundra
® Coniferous forest (taiga)
® Deciduous forest

® Wetlands

® Tropical rainforest

® Temperate rainforest

® Mountains

® Caves

® Scrub forest

® Freshwater marsh

® Marine

® Crasslands
® Prairie
® Savanna
® Swamp
® Arctic
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The Earth’s Ecoregions
GRASSLAN‘DS » Temperature

Warm to hot and often with
®Tropical grasslands (savanna) a cold season
o Temperate grasslands » Water

Wet season, dry season
» Soil Type

Fertile

» Plants

. i . U Grasses and some bushes,
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» Temperature

Very hot or very cold
» Water

Almost none

» Soil Type

Dry and poor quality
» Plants

Hardly any vegetation.
Some small shrubs and
succulent plants (e.g.
cactus) are able to
survive the harsh climate.

» Animals

Burrowing animals such as
kangaroo rats. Also
mammals (coyotes,
dingoes, rabbits, mice and
foxes) and some species
of reptiles, insects and
birds.
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Layers of the Rainforests?

A RAINFOREST HAS DIFFERENT LAYERS OF
PLANT GROWTH THAT ARE SOMETIMES
- REFERRED TO AS STRATAS. THEY INCLUDE

The Emergent Layer

Taller than all the other
plants in the forests are giant
trees called emergent trees,
which grow to heights of 35
to 75 metres. They have
small leaves, umbrella-
shaped crowns and tall
slender trunks. The treesof’ a
tropical rainforest sig

Emergent Layer
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The Canopy

The next layer, the canopy,
is like a thick green carpet.
This layer is made up of
flat-topped trees that grow
to 20 to 30 metres in
height. The leaves of these
trees block out a lot of the
sunlight making some areas
of the rainforest quite dark.
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