
The texts in the Fluent stage of the reader do 
contain words from the Oxford Wo rdlist but 
the focus moves away from high frequency 
words to expanding students ' word knowledge, 
as advocated in the Oxford Wordlist Plus 
research recommendations . 

Each guided reading text contains a different 
language focus* to enable teachers to expand 
their students ' word knowledge beyond the 
examples of those types of words featured 
in the Oxford Wordlist . The language foci 
include: 

• Descriptive verbs 

· Adverbs 

· Prepositions 

· Compound words 

· Adjectives 

· Comparatives and superlatives 

· Expanding vocabulary 

· Conjunctions and connectives. 

* Apart from those in the Maths Around Us theme, which 
contain a mathematics focus 
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A rude awakening 
J ack was daydreaming in his hammock in 

his garden. As he swung lazily backwards and 

forwards with his eyes closed, he imagined he 

was bushwalking through a jungle. The jungle 

was alive with wildlife. The undergrowth 

crackled and rustled. The treetops echoed wit h 

screeches and birdcalls. 

Suddenly a loud SQUAWK ! exploded in 

Jack's ear. His eyes sprang open. He sat upright. 

He wasn't daydreaming anymore. but everywhere 

was still swarming with wildlife. His property 

didn't usually have this many animals on it. Jack 

loved wildlife, but his place wasn't big enough for 

all these animals. 

"Something terrib le must have 

happened to make them leave 

their natural habitats!" exclaimed 

Jack. "Let 's track it, Maggie!" 

focus moves away from high frequency words to vocabulary expansion 

greater range of fonts and literary devices such as chapters 

from Going Underground 
Building Comprehension card 

STRATEGIES REQUIRED BY THE READER 
> Regard reading as purposeful and automatic 

> Competently integrate all cueing sources to 
make meaning 

, Make connections between what they know 
and understand and what is new 

, Relate the message of the text to their own 
experiences and knowledge to confirm or 
challenge the content 

, Use inference to understand characters and 
why they change 

, Reflect continually and automatically as they 
read (e.g. "What does this mean?") 

, Differentiate between fact and opinion, citing 
examples to clarify 

, Identify literary language and understand its 
value and purpose 

> Switch between features of fiction and non­
fiction and recognise those features 

, Use dictionaries and/or glossaries to derive 
meaning of specific words or concepts 

STRATEGY SUPPORT 
The Building Comprehension card scaffolds and 
guides the teacher through the guided reading 
session. 
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